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who erect the finest houses, to those who, with
flowers, decorate most felicitously the fronts of
their homes,1 and even to those who revive in the
most picturesque manner the old-fashioned com-
mercial signs. Who could be so blinded by prej-
udice as to fail to see the aesthetic progress of
Paris ? Do not the parks and squares show in-
numerable evidences of improvement ? Are not
the streets of Paris, so admired by Philip Gilbert
Hamerton2 a quarter of a century ago, much
more attractive now? There is certainly no
possible comparison between the plain, monot-
onous, geometrical architecture of the city dur-
ing the Second Empire, and the beautiful, grace-
ful, varied, and dignified character of recent
Parisian erections.

The same thing might be said of a goodly
number of cities, like Tours and Orleans, while
in the rural districts better architectural ideas
are making way. Even the viaducts of rail-
roads constructed in recent years indicate ad-
vance. The mud houses and the thatched roofs
of a former generation are replaced by something,
often vulgar enough but yet better. When did
French sculpture, as a whole, exhibit more vital-
ity and more power than during the period

1 L'Illustration, Jan. 9, 1904.

8 Paris in Old and Present Times, 1885, p, 219.